The Kawarau Gorge Highway...
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The Mighty Kawarau

The Kawarau drains Lake Wakatipu at Frankton and
Flows to Cromwell where 1t joins Lake Dunstan.
Charactensed by rapids, especially 1n 1ts middle
reaches, 1t 1s a swiftly flowing river dropping 145
metres 1n 1ts 56km course. The most notable
tributanes are the Shotover, Arrow and Nevis Rivers.

Perhaps the most outstanding feature of the Kawarau
Is the magnificent gorge, often described as rugged
and awesome. And most of the beauty of the gorge
Is not visible as you drive along the highway. Find
a safe place to park your vehicle if you intend to
have a closer look, and please be careful!

The steep slopes of the gorge, over 1200m high, are
contrasted by the flat valley area of Gibbston, the

small plain near Victoria Bridge, and the expansive
Cromwell Flate
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How to get the most

Notable for its absence of pre-European occupation,
the Kawarau Valley has been the site of gold mining
activity since 1862. Historical features include
abandoned stone dwellings and rock shelters, dams,
water races and old workings.

from your holiday...

1 Your first port of call should be the Information
Centre in The Mall where the friendly team will
answer your questions and point you in the right
direction. You can't beat local knowledge!

2 Plan your day’s events. This brochure is just a
quick guide to what's available. Detailed pamphlets
are available for many attractions, so just ask at
the Information Centre. The centre can also handle
all your bookings for tours and accommodation.

3 Then put together a picnic lunch, some drinks
and a few snacks and let the adventure begin.

Have a safe, enjoyable time!



